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TO:  THE  CHA.IRIIIN  and  I^EMBERS  OF  THE 


BEDFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Ilr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District  for  the  year  1972* 

The  Vital  Statistics  compare  very  favourably  with  those  of 
England  and  Wales,  but,  save  for  the  Birth  Rate  which  is  identical,  are  very 
slightly  inferior  to  those  of  the  Administrative  County. 

The  Causes  of  Death  table  repeats  a familiar  pattern.  Of  J+06 
deaths,  271  vrere  in  respect  of  persons  sixty-five  years  of  age  and  over, 

216  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  were  due  to  heart  and  circulatory 
diseases,  83  to  cancer,  including  16  of  lung  cancer,  and  41  to  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  system.  There  were  no  deaths  in  association  with  ciiild- 
birth. 


There  are  two  matters  of  enviromiental  health  to  which  I would 
like  to  refer,  waste  disposal  and  atmospheric  pollution  from  brickworks. 

As  regards  the  former,  considerable  alarm  arose  throughout  the  country 
when  it  became  known  that  drums  of  dangerous  cyanide  compounds  had  been 
deposited  at  tips  in  the  i'lidlands.  The  matter  received  prompt  attention 
in  this  District,  but  nothing  of  a dangerous  toxic  nature  was  discovered. 

With  regard  to  atmospheric  pollution  from  brickworks,  there  was  a renev/ed 
interest  which  has  resulted  in  the  planning  of  an  investigation  of  a 
special  kind. 

In  the  Introduction  to  last  year’s  Annual  Report  I mentioned 
the  impending  reorganisation  of  Local  Government  and  the  National  Health 
Service  and  I drew  attention  to  the  importance  which  was  being  attached 
to  collaboration  between  the  authorities  wiiich  would  come  into  being  on 
the  1st  April  1974*  In  the  case  of  Bedfordshire  they  are  the  new  County 
Council,  the  new  District  Councils  and  the  Area  Health  Authority,  with  its 
two  Health  Districts,  one  based  on  Bedford  and  the  other  on  Luton,  In 
order  to  secure  the  necessary  collaboration  there  are  to  be  statutory  joint 
consultative  committees,  one  covering  social  services  and  education  and  the 
other  covering  environmental  health.  The  importance  of  housing  is  recognised 
and  it  has  been  recommended  that  housing  matters  should  be  discussed  in 
relation  both  to  environmental  health  and  the  social  services.  In  the 
Introduction  I also  indicated  that  one  form  of  collaboration  would  be  for 
the  District  Councils  to  appoint  as  medical  advisers  ("proper  officers") 
doctors  employed  as  Community  Physicians  by  the  Area  Health  Authority  at 
Health  District  level.  It  has  been  well  said  that  health  is  essentially  a 
single  problem  for  the  community  as  a whole.  Such  appointments  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  approach  to  the  problem.  On  the  one  hand,  as  an 
employee  of  the  Area  Health  Authority,  the  doctor  would  be  a member  of  a 
team  concerned  with  personal  health  services,  and  on  the  other,  as  an 
employee  of  the  District  Council,  he  would  be  a member  of  a team  concerned 
with  environmental  health. 

In  the  text  of  the  Report  I have  mentioned  some  of  the  health 
services  provided  by  the  Council  in  their  capacity  as  Local  Health  Authority, 
These  services,  together  with  those  of  the  District  Councils,  form  a broad 
base  of  operations  for  the  prevention  of  illness  and  the  maintenance  and 
promotion  of  health.  The  fact  that  there  is  a division  of  responsibility 
for  providing  the  services  has  in  no  way  prevented  that  joint  action  by 
officers  of  the  County  Council  and  the  District  Councils,  which  is  so  often 
necessary,  I acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  co-operation  of  the  County 
^fedical  Officer  and  his  staff  in  matters  of  mutual  concern,  and  his  sympa- 
thetic understanding  of  health  problems  in  the  Districts,  I am  particularly 
grateful  to  him  for  the  comprehensive  nature  of  the  action  ho  took  in  the 
County  during  the  recent  smallpox  episode. 
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continued/ln 


In  conclusion,  I express  i.iy  sine  ore  thanks  to  the  rnombers  of  th( 
Council  for  tho  consideration  they  have  continued  to  show  to  no  and  to  th< 
Clerk  and  tho  Ciiief  Public  Hoaltii  Inspector  and  his  staff  for  their  ready 
co-operation* 

I an. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

W.C.V.  BROThl^OOD 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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BEDFORD  RURiVL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL 

REPO 

R T 

OF 

THE 

14EDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEiVLTH 

FOR 

1972 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  ARET^: 

Area  (in  acres) 

• • • 

• • • 

110,281 

Populations 

Census  for  1961 

• • # 

• • • 

33,725 

Registrar  General's  estimate 
of  home  population  mid-year  1972 

• • • 

39,540 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

« • • 

• • • 

13,560 

Rateable  value  (1st  April  1972) 

• • • 

• • • 

£1,777,651 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

• • • 

• • • 

£17,224 

VITAL  STATISTICS: 

LIVE 

BHITHS 

Male 

Female  Total 

Legitimte 

Illegitimate  • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

316 

13 

304  620 

16  29 

TOTALS 

• * • 

329 

320  649 

Crude  Birth  Rate  16.4  psr  1>000  home 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  ...  16,2  " " " 

(The  comparability  factor  for  the  District  being  .99J 

population 

ti 

1 

As  compared  with:- 

Adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

16,2  per 
14.8  " 

1,000  homo 

It  ti 

population 

It 

STILL 

BIRTHS 

Male 

Female  Total 

Legitimate  . . • 

Illegitimate  . • • 

• • • 

4 

1 5 

TOliVLS 

• • • 

4 

1 5 

Still  Birth  Rate 

8,0  per 

1,000  total  (live  & still 

As  compared  with: 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

7.9  " 
12,0  « 

ti  ti 

II  n 

ti  It 

It  II 

c ont  inu  ed/  DEiVTHS 
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VmL  STATISTICS  (continuod) 


DEiiTHS 

I'fele 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  in  the  District 

132 

135 

267 

Transferred 

into  the  District  ,., 

104 

88 

192 

Transferred 

from  the  District  ,,, 

30 

23 

53 

TOTALS 

206 

200 

406 

Crude  Death  Rate  10,3  per  1,000  hone  population 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  10,7  ” ” " ” 

(The  comparability  factor  for  the  District  being  1,04) 

As  compared  with: 


iidjustod  Rate  for  Bedfordshire 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

DlilTHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 

10,3  per  1,000  home 

12.1  " « »> 

ONE  YEAR  OF  ACE 

population 

« 

H-le 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . , , 

• • • 

3 

4 

7 

Illegitimate  . • • 

• • • 

2 

- 

2 

TOTALS 

• • • 

5 

4 

9 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

14.0 

per 

1,000  re la 

ted  live 

births 

x\s  compared  with: 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire 

13.3 

II  n 

It 

II 

Rato  for  England  and  V/alos 

17,0 

ti 

H tr 

It 

11 

DEilTHS  CONNECTED  WITH  CHILDDIRTH 


lir.ternal  Moidiality  NIL 
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EMVIR0NI4ENTAL  HEALTH 


(a)  Water  Supply 

Adequate  supplies  of  water  have  been  maintained  throughout 
the  District  by  the  Bedfordshire  Water  Board,  Most  of  the  northern 
and  western  parts  of  the  district  are  supplied  from  the  Bedford  River 
Ouse  Source,  but  the  parish  of  Wymington  is  supplied  by  the  Higham 
Ferrers  and  Rushden  Water  Board,  The  following  parishes  are  supplied 
by  the  Great  Ouse  Water  Authority  (Grafham  Water):  Cardington,  Cople, 
Eastcotts,  Elstow,  Great  Barford,  Roxton.  Staploe,  V7ilden(part ), 
Willington  and  Wilstead,  Stewartby(part)  and  Wootton(part)  are 
supplied  from  the  Birchmoor  source, 

BEDFORDSHIRE  WATER  BOARD,  BEDFORD  RIVER  GREAT  OUSE  SOURCE  AND 
GRE/VT  OUSE  WATER  AUTHORITY  BULK  SUPPLY, 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  FOR'  RAW  liND  TRE/\TED  -WATERS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENEED 

31st  Nkrch  1973 


25-44 


33 


28-42  • 33 


— 

— 

Raw  Water 

i 

Treated  Water 

G.O.W.A,  bulk  supply 

Range 

! Average 

Range 

: 

Average 

Range 

Average 

ity 

' 

r,u,),,,,. 

5-192 

18 

Wil-2,1 

0.3 

Nil-0.2 

j Nil 

(Hazen 

{ 

! 

bs), 

10-51 

17 

2-13 

4 

Nil-4 

i 2 

•••••••••• 

7.81-8,96 

8.09 

7.13-8.39 

7.76 

7.55-7.92 

7.79 

Leal 

1 

iuctivity  i 

aicromhos 

ml  at  20OG 

j 745-1090 

910 

710-1005 

847 

755-890 

866 

acal 

rogen, • , • , 

Nil-1 ,28 

0.21 

Nil-0.96 

0.07 

Nil-0.10 

0.04 

Qoid  i 

! 

' 

rogen, ..., 

0,19-1,09 

0.44 

0.12-0,32 

0.22 

0.13-0.32 

0.21 

e/Nitrite  ; 

1 

rogen, 

3.8-11,9 

6,2 

4.2  -10.8 

6.0  1 

1,8  -4.0 

3.0  1 

Absorbed 

i 

1 

4 hours  at 

j 

Z from 

j 

^4»» •••••• 

1.8  - 7.1 

2.9 

0,7  -2,2 

1.2  1 

i 

0.8  - 1.2 

0,9  i 

3 Detergeni 

■ 

i 

1 

• • • • 

0.05-0,24 

0.12 

0 . o4j— 0 . 1 6 

0,08  ! 

0.02-0.10 

0.05  I 

ie  as  01. , 

32-69 

50 

41-78 

58 

54-61 

58 

Hardness  ag 

( 

i 

} 

298-416 

366 

250-400 

316  1 

ij 

216-287 

260 

i 

ate  Hardnes 

s 

j 

CaCO^ • • . • • 

132-252 

227 

111-212 

153  1 

i 

153-172  1 

t 

162  j 

Hardness  ° 

j 

1 

i 

i 

rk, 

21-29  j 

26  1 

17-28 

22  1 

15-20  1 

18 

rbonate 

i 

i 

1 

1 

i 

Iness  GaCO.; 

96-196  1 

139 

120-220 

163 

54-125  1 

98  I 

a as  CaCO^ 

271-381 

333 

219-366  j 

283 

j 

178-250  ! 

1 

1 

222  ! 

j 

Lum  as 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 
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34-43  ’ 33 

continued 


EWIROMNTAL  HE^ILTH  (continued) 

CHEMICAL  ANTiLISIS  FOR  R.\W  Mm  TREATED  V/;1TERS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  I4arch  1973  (continued) 


1 Raw  Water 

1 

Tre  ated 

Water 

G.  0,W.j^i. , 

bulk  supj 

Range 

Average 

[ 

Range 

Average  j 

Range 

! avorc 

] 

’ee  Crrbon  j 

Dioxide | 

4 

5 1 

» 

* 5 

■uoride  as  F. . . . 

0,14-0,26 

0.21 

*0,13-0,19 

0,39-1,08 

0.16 
0,98  i 

0,26-0,35 

o..< 

)diun  as  Na.  • . . . 

1 

18-82 

47 

22-80 

47 

62-90 

1 78 

1 

)tassium  as  K . 

15,4  -13 

8,4 

5,4  -13 

8.5 

7.4  -16 

1 

' 9.5 

i 

! 

1 

less'  tlian 
0.01 

less  than 

0 ,01 

i loss 

' o,c 

^ppOT*.  ......... 

1 

less  than 
0.10 

loss  than 
0,10 

t 

! loss 

i 0.1 

i 

i 

JIC  ............ 

less  tlian 
0.02 

loss  than 
0,02 

less 
^ O.C 

‘ 

.lica  as  Si02  • • ■ 

p.B  -13 

5.9 

■ 

0,1  -11 

4.4 

Nil-3,8 

i 1.2 

1 

•thophospato  as 
PO, 

0,62-4.5 

119-195 

2,3 

1 

153 

Nil-0,96 

134-204 

0.15 

164 

NiL-0.50 

159-189 

O.C 

‘ 178 

4 

.Iphate  as  SO^. , 

ilorophyll  A in 
ng  per  /m^  .. 

2,5  -142 

24.3 

< 

-gae  Colls  per 

nl, 

48-213000 

0.12-5.25 

24000 

0.41 

4^1000 

Nil-0,25 

33 

0.02 

Nil-120 

1 

: 13 

0,0 

‘on  as  Fe 

Nil-0.09 

isults  in  milligrames  per  litre, 
before  and  after  fluoridation. 
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EWIRONMEmL  HEALTH  continued 


(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  new  sewers  became  operational  in  the  villages  of  Staploe 
and  Duloe  and  the  sewerage  schemes  for  Wyboston,  Chawston,  and  Wilden 
commenced  during  the  year.  The  new  system  at  Wyboston  has  been 
designed  to  accommodate  the  effluent  from  the  slaughterhouse  in  the 
village.  Work  is  progressing  on  the  design  of  sewerage  schemes  for 
the  remaining  few  unsewered  villages  and  also  on  the  upgrading  of 
some  of  the  existing  sewage  works  which  have  been  subjected  to  heavy 
increases  in  loads, 

(c)  Rivers  and  Streams 


Pollution  problems  still  exist  in  ditches  and  streams  in  the 
district  particularly  in  the  unsewered  villages.  Pollution  has  also 
occurred  from  the  drainage  from  the  private  slaughterhouse  referred 
to  above  due  to  overloading  of  the  existing  disposal  system. 

Temporary  remedial  measures  can  often  give  some  relief  to  tl^e 
pollution  problems  but  the  sewering  of  the  remainder  of  the  urbanised 
parts  of  the  district  will  provide  the  main  practical,  permanent 
answer  to  these  problems.  Individual  house  drainage  systems  connected 
to  cesspools  or  septic  tanks  are  a major  cause  of  pollution  where 
overflows  fi*om  these  systems  find  their  way  into  watercourses.  Tighter 
planning  control  over  the  erection  of  new  dwellings  in  unsewered 
villages  will  certainly  help  to  Mnimise  pollution  problems  in  the 
watercourses  in  these  areas, 

(d)  Public  Cleansing 

The  weekly  collection  of  domestic  household  refuse  has  been 
maintained  throughout  the  district  in  spite  of  the  ever  increasing 
bulk  of  refuse  generated  from  this  source.  There  has  also  been  a great 
increase  in  the  amount  of  additional  refuse  and  buUcy  items  removed  by 
a separate  special  service, 

A Steering  Committee  of  Officers  from  the  various  local  author- 
ities in  the  County  produced  a report  on  “Litter  in  the  Countryside” 
which  has  resulted  in  a unified  approach  to  deal  with  bulk  household 
refuse,  unwanted  vehicles  and  litter  in  lay-bys.  The  report  also  dealt 
\d.th  education,  publicity  and  information  to  the  public  to  moke  them 
aware  of  the  serious  problem  of  litter  and  the  facilities  available  to 
help  them  dispose  of  unwanted  nibbish. 

The  Deposit  of  Poisonous  Waste  Act  1972  came  into  operation 
during  the  year  making  it  an  offence  to  deposit  on  land,  poisonous, 
noxious  and  polluting  waste  in  circumstances  in  which  it  could  give 
rise  to  an  environmental  iiazard.  The  Act  also  introduced  a notifi- 
cation procedure  concerning  the  nature  and  quantity  of  certain  wastes 
being  deposited,  A survey  of  the  area  has  revealed  that  only  one  pit 
is  being  used  for  the  disposal  of  this  type  of  waste  under  conditions 
which  are  not  likely  to  cause  any  environmental  hazard, 

(e)  Closet  Accomraodation. 

The  conversion  of  pail  closets  has  continued  during  the  year 
on  a voluntary  basis  with  financial  aid  being  made  available  for  this 
purpose  through  the  improvement  grant  schemes, 

(f ) Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 


The  following  list  gives  the  statistics  relative  to  the 
Sanitaary  Inspection  of  the  area:- 


iluaber  of  inspections  made  during  tho  year  ... 

Visits  to  houses  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  . • 

Visits  to  other  premises  under  tho  Public  Health  Acts  . . 
Visits  to  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts 
Infectious  disease  and  food  poisoning  investigations  , , 
Visits  to  food  premises  ...  ... 

Inspections  of  slaughterhouses  ,,,  ...  ,, 

Inspections  of  knacker’s  yards  ,,,  ...  ,. 

Inspections  of  neat  and  other  foodstuffs  ... 


4653 

415 

209 

602 

74 

211 

9 

10 

598 
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continuod/E^ctory 


c onti.nu.Gd 


(f) 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  continued 


Factory  inspections  ...  ... 

Visits  to  caravan  sites  ...  ... 

Smoke  abatement  ...  ...  ... 

Inspections  of  licensed  premises  ... 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  Rent  Act  1957 
Inspections  in  connection  with  the  Prevention 
Pests  Act  1949  ...  ... 

Offices  and  Shops  ...  ...  ... 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  & Welfare)  Act 
Noise  abatement  ...  ...  ... 


of  Damage 


by 


Inspections  of  Houses  under  Public  Health  Act  1936 


Water  Supply  ...  ...  ... 

Defects  prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance 
Defective  or  blocked  drains  , . . 

Overflowing  or  leaking  cesspools  ... 

Defective  or  insanitary  closet  accommodation 
Filthy  or  veri.dnous  prerjises  ... 

Sundry  Visits 


Inspections  of  other  premises  and  places  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  1936 


• • • 
• • • 


• • • 
• • • 


Refuse  Tips  ...  ... 

Ditches  and  streams  ... 

Licensed  premises  ...  ... 

Places  of  public  entertainments  (Village  Halls) 
Water  Samples  ...  ...  ... 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  .. 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ,. 

Sundry  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  . . 

Swimniing  Pools  ...  ...  ...  .. 


Informal  Notices  served  ... 
Informal  Notices  complied  with 
Statutory  Notices  served  ... 
Statutory  Notices  complied  with 


• • • 


(g) 


9 

56 

15 

78 

NIL 


Summary  of  matters  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health 

Act  1936 


2245 

30 

63 

29 


15 

31 

56 

72 

163 

8 

70 


11 

71 

2 

12 

32 

7 

23 

49 

2 


110 

30 

1 

1 


Smoke  Abatement 


The  burning  of  car  bodies  and  the  indiscriminate  burning  of 
material  on  a private  refuse  tip  have  again  caused  smoke  problems 
which  could  result  in  the  necessity  of  legal  proceedings  to  bring 
these  incidents  under  control*  Stubble  and  straw  burning  on  agri- 
cultural land  also  produces  temporary  seasonal  problems  and  where 
these  activities  seriously  affect  the  inhabitants  of  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  and  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  adequate  practicable 
precautions  have  not  been  taken  by  the  farmer  the  provisions  of  tiie 
Clean  Air  Act  1968  could  be  invoked. 

(h)  Caravan  Sites 

The  modern  residential  caravan  is  a much  larger  and  more 
sophisticated  unit  of  accorajnodation  than  the  type  of  caravan  which 
was  in  use  when  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  196i 
introduced  the  system  of  licensing  caravan  sites*  These  larger  uniti 
have  tended  to  encroach  on  the  open  spaces  which  must  be  maintained 
around  each  caravan  as  a safety  factor.  It  has  been  necessary  to 
keep  this  particular  matter  under  close  scrutiny  and  also  on  the  grci 
ing  tendency  to  build  porches,  conseirvatories  etc*  on  to  the  sides  ' 
those  caravans  which  again  encroach  on  the  open  spaces. 


c onti nued/Tho 
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EjWIRONI'^NTAL  health  continaed 


(h)  Caravan  Sites  continued 

The  County  Council  in  its  endeavour  to  find  a permanent  site 
for  gypsy  caravans  selected  a site  adj  acent  to  an  uncontrolled 
private  refuse  tip  in  the  District,  The  proposed  use  of  this  site 
has  been  vigorously  opposed  by  the  District  Council  on  the  grounds 
that  the  area  was  not  suitable  for  permanent  human  habitation  because 
of  unsatisfactory  environmental  factors.  The  need  for  permanent 
gypsy  sites  is  particularly  obvious  and  desirable  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  satisfactory  sites  will  be  selected  as  quickly  as  possible  which 
will  be  acceptable  to  both  authorities. 

Number  of  residential  sites  with  more  than  three  vans  6 

Number  of  individual  residential  sites  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  recreational  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(i)  Rats  and  Mice  - ftrevention  of  Damage  bv  Pests  Act  19A9 

The  Council  employ  one  Rodent  Officer  who  is  responsible  for 
the  survey  of  the  area  and  for  treatment  of  domestic  promises  in  which 
rats  and  mice  are  found.  The  treatment  of  domestic  premises  is  carried 
out  as  a free  service. 

Agricultural  land  and  premises  are  also  surveyed  to  ensure  that 
the  occupiers  are  fulfilling  their  obligations  under  the  Act. 

The  follox/ing  table  gives  details  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the 
end  of  the  years- 

Tvoe  of  Property 
Non  Agricultural  Agricultural 


(A) 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notifi- 
cation ...  ...  .,• 

523 

NIL 

Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats 

294 

1 

(2)  Mice 

98 

NIL 

Revisits  to  premises  under  (A) 

922 

1 

(B) 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  reasons  other 
than  notification  ... 

184 

114 

Number  infested  by  (1)  Rats 

110 

32 

(2)  Mice 

13 

7 

Revisits  to  premises  under  (B) 

362 

38 

(G) 

Visits  to  premises  for  other  pests 

101 

NIL 

(j  ) Sv;irming  Pools 

One  swimming  pool  is  in  use  in  the  area.  The  pool  is  privately 
owned  but  members  of  the  public  are  adi^iitted  at  certain  times  of  the 
week,  A satisfactory  standard  has  boon  maintained  in  the  pool, 

(k)  Noise 

It  has  been  necessary  to  deal  with  several  cases  of  excessive 
noise  from  the  use  of  unmuffled  pneumatic  drills.  The  necessary 
remedial  action  was  carried  out  in  each  case  but  it  is  regrettable 
that  the  employing  bodies  had  not  ensured  that  suitable  precautions 
had  been  taken  in  the  first  instance. 


centinued/The 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEi.VLTH  ccntinuod 


(k)  Noiso  continued 

The  airfield  at  the  Royal  Aoronautical  Sstablishnent  continues 
to  be  used  extensively  by  civil  airlines  for  training  purposes  using 
heavy  jet  aircraft.  Those  flying  activities  have  resulted  in  a large 
nuinbor  of  complaints  from  residents  in  those  villages  which  are 
seriously  affected  by  aircraft  noiso  being  registered  with  a special 
complaints  unit  set  up  at  the  airfield  which  is  manned  throughout  the 
period  of  flying  activity  each  day.  It  would  appear  that  evening 
flying  causes  far  more  disturbance  to  residents  than  flights  at  other 
times  of  the  day.  Representations  made  tlirough  the  Consultative 
Committee  set  up  to  deal  with  noiso  problems  have  produced  some  meas- 
ure of  relief  through  modest  reductions  in  the  permitted  flying  hours. 

(l)  Farms 

Routine  inspections  of  sanitary  accommodation  for  farmworkers 
have  been  made  at  agricultural  units  and  permanent  facilities  improved 
where  necessary. 

Number  of  visits  to  agricultural  units  ...  63 

II^SPECTION  iiND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Moat  Inspection 

Number  of  slaughterhouses  licensed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  knacker's  yards  licensed  ...  ...  •••  1 

The  operator  of  the  main  private  slaughterhouse  has  recognised 
that  his  present  facilities  for  slaughtering  and  also  the  drainage 
system  serving  the  slaughterhouse  are  now  scarcely  adequate  for  his  needs, 
Discussions  have  taken  place  with  the  operator  about  the  need  for  a new 
larger  slaughterhouse  which  would  be  capable  of  dealing  with  the  con- 
stantly expanding  trade  and  it  is  anticipated  that  formal  proposals  for  a 
now  unit  will  bo  submitted  to  the  Council  in  the  near  future.  Allowance 
has  boon  made  in  the  design  of  the  new  sewerage  system  for  the  village  to 
accommodate  this  new  development. 

Although  all  the  meat  h'^s  been  inspected  in  the  past  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  relevant  regulations  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  provide  a full-time  service  at  the  slaughterhouse.  The 
appointment  of  additional  staff  to  provide  this  full-time  service  will 
cater  for  the  increasing  tliroughput  and  also  ensure  that  there  is  greater 
supervision  over  the  slaughterhouse  activities. 

Approximately  twelve  tons  of  moat  and  offal  was  found  to  be  unfit 
during  the  year.  This  rejected  material  was  disposed  of  in  accordance 
with  the  provision  of  the  Meat  (Sterilization)  Regulations. 

Number  of  animals  inspected  ...  •••  21277 


Number  of  visits  made  for  moat  inspection  •••  59S 


Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  rejected  ...  27134  1-s 
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INSPECTION  AMD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  continued 


(a)  ' Moat  Inspection  continued 


G^IRGA-SES  AND  OFE^VL  IMSFEGTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


n 

Cattle 

oxcldg* 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Der  killed  and  inspected  

1335 

192 

159 

5650 

13941 

1 

21277  i 
1 

diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
i Cvsticerci 

Le  carcases  condemned  

3 

3' 

10 

6 

46 

! 

I 

68  j 

jases  of  which  some  part  or 
jan  was  condemned 

368 

81 

6 ■ 

158 

2124 

i 

2737 

jentage  of  the  number  inspected 
lected  with  disease  other  than 
Dorculosis  and  cysticerci 

20,8  ■ 

43.7 

10,0  ; 

2.9 

15,7 

13.2 

arculosis  only 

Le  crncases  condemned  

jases  of  which  some  part  or 
^an  was  condemned 

•• 

163 

I 

163  1 

3entage  of  the  number  inspected 
[■ected  by  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

1.16 

* 

.76 

bicorosis 

jases  of  which  some  part  or 

7an  was  condemned  * 

8 

jasos  submitted  to  treatment  by 
. r r^er atx on  •••••••••••••••••••# 

12 

i 

12  I 

1 

Bralised  and  total  condemned  ••• 

, 

- 

- 

; 

(b)  Poultry  Inspection 

One  small  poultry  slaughterhouse  is  operating  within  the  district 
providing  about  200  uneviscerated  carcases  per  week  for  sale  outside  the 
district*  Ln  inspection  is  not  carried  out  at  the  time  of  slaughter  but 
the  local  authority  in  whose  district  the  birds  are  sold  has  boon  notified 
to  enable  routine  checks  to  bo  carried  cut* 

(c)  Milk  Supply 

Routine  control  by  bacteriological  and  chemical  samplings  of  milk 
and  also  the  supervision  of  milk  processing  plants  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority* 

(d)  Food  Itemises 

Routine  visits  to  food  premises  form  the  basis  of  control  of  the 
hygiene  and  handling  of  food  in  these  premises.  Although  these  visits 
are  basically  of  a regulatory  nature  the  opportunity  is  taken  at  the  samo 
time  to  act  in  an  advisory  capacity  on  food  hygiene  and  the  handling  and 
storage  of  food, 

Txie  acquisition  of  an  electronic  thermometer  has  been  extremely 
useful  in  providing  instant  temperature  checks  on  food  storage  and  cook- 
ing apparatus.  The  instrument  is  particularly  useful  for  checking  the 
effective  working  of  refrigerators  and  deep-freeze  units  where  undetected 
temperature  changes  can  lead  to  deterioration  and  spoilage  of  foodstuffs 
resulting  in  these  foodstuffs  having  to  be  vri-thdrawn  and  destroyed. 


continued/Mobile 
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IMSPECTIOM  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  continued 


(d)  Food  Premises  continued 

Mobile  food  traders  by  reason  of  their  mode  of  operation  con- 
tinue to  present  a form  of  food  trading  which  is  more  difficult  to 
control  than  the  trader  operating  from  fixed  premises.  As  there  is  no 
legal  obligation  for  the  mobile  food  trader  to  notify  the  Council  of 
his  activities  within  the  district  it  is  possible  that  some  of  these 
traders  are  plying  within  the  area  without  our  knowledge  or  control. 
The  need  for  effective  control  of  these  mobile  traders  was  emphasised 
when  it  was  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  one 
such  trader  for  contraventions  of  the  food  hygiene  regulations, 

A complaint  of  mould  on  the  contents  of  a packet  of  sliced 
processed  cheese  was  investigated  but  the  findings  were  inconclusive 
as  it  was  not  possible  to  establish  the  date  of  manufacture  of  the 
article  in  this  case, 

1150  lbs,  of  unsound  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the 
Department  together  with  102  gallons  of  ice  cream  which  had  been 
affected  by  refrigerator  failure. 

Food  Premises  in  the  area:- 


Type 

Number 

j Grocery  & General  Stores  

85 

I Butchers  

10 

Restaurants,  Cafes  & Canteens  . 

25 

Greengrocery  

9 

Sweet  Confectionery  

16 

Wet/Fried  Fish  Shops  

2 

Bakehouses  

5 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  

100 

Licensed  Premises  

99 

1 Slaughterhouses  

3 

- i 

5. 


(e)  Premises  Registered  under  Section  I6  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  t 


Ice  Cream  Retailors  100 

Sausage  and/or  Meat  Product 
Manufacturers  9 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMILS  (PREVEMTION  OF  CRUELTY)  REGUL/iTIONS  1958 


The  occupier  of  every  knacker's  yard  is  required  to  submit  an 
annual  return  shewing  the  total  number  of  horses  slaughtered,  the  placi 
at  v/hich  they  were  slaughtered!  and  the  total  number  of  horses  receive) 
during  that  year.  There  is  one  knacker's  yard  in  the  area 


Knacker's  Yard  occupier  

Address  of  Licensed  Knacker's  Yard  ... 

Number  of  Horses  slaughtered  at 
Knacker' s Yard  

Number  of  horses  slaughtered  on  Farms 

Number  of  carcases  of  Horses  received 

Total  number  of  horses  slaughtered  and 
carcases  received  


Chettle  & Sons  Ltd, 
Goosey  Ledge,  Wymingt 

NIL 

NIL 

34 

34 
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HOUSDJG 


The  need  becanie  apparent  for  accurate  information  relating  to 
the  age  and  condition  of  all  the  existing  housing  stock  in  order  to 
formulate  a strategy  for  dealing  with  those  remaining  dwellings  wiiich 
are  unfit  or  lacking  basic  aiiienities  within  the  next  decade.  It  has 
been  necessary  to  recruit  additional  staff  in  order  that  a detailed 
housing  survey  can  be  carried  out.  Apart  from  providing  statistical 
information  the  housing  survey  servos  to  make  house  ovm.ers  more  aware 
of  the  financial  aid  that  is  available  for  the  improvement  of  proper- 
ties and  does  in  fact  generate  grant  applications. 

Some  concern  was  shown  by  members  by  the  payment  of  improvo- 
ment  grants  on  schemes  of  a spectilative  nature.  Although  the  number 
of  grants  paid  on  these  speculative  ventures  has  been  comparatively 
small  the  use  of  the  grant  schemes  for  this  type  of  venture  is  a 
matter  which  will  need  to  bo  kept  under  review. 


It  is  too  early  to  comment  yet  on  what  effects  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Finance  Act  1972  will  have  on  housing  improvement 
schemes  but  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  rent  allowance  scheme 
should  make  the  lower  paid  tenants  of  private  dwellings  more  favour- 
ably disposed  towards  improvement  schemes  which  would  affect  their 
rents , 


Action  was  taken  to  secure  the  closure  of  8 unfit  dwellings 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  and  4 faxiilies  were 
re-housed  by  the  Council  from  these  dwellings. 


Number  in  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  13^560 


Number  of  Houses  erected  by  private 
enterprise  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  588 

Number  of  conversions  and  adaptations 
completed  by  private  enterprise  ..,  ...  5 


Number  of  conversions  and  adaptations 
completed  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  NIL 


Number  of  units  erected  by  the  Council 


18 


PJSPECTIONS  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT  1957 


Housing  Survey  Visits  ...  ...  ,..  42 

Number  of  unfit  houses  inspected  ...  ...  27 


REi'^EDI  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YE/H  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORI^AL 
NOTICES 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DTOING  THE  YEiiR 

A,  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act  1957:- 

1 • Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  NIL 

2,  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  which  x/ere  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice :- 

(a)  by  oxmers  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  NIL 
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HOUSING  continued 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  HOWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  continued 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  •••  1 

G.  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  the  Housing 

Act  1957:- 

1 • Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  6 

2,  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ,,,  27 

D,  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 

to  secure  closure  of  part  of  a building  ...  NIL 

E,  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  the  Housing 

Act  1957  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  2 


HOUSING  ACTS  19Z.9  - 1969.  IllPROVEI'ISNT  GR/^iNTS 

Discretionary  Grants 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ... 

Applications  approved  ...  ... 

Number  of  houses  concerned  ... 

Applications  refused  ...  ... 

Applications  withdrawn  ...  ... 

Improvements  completed  ...  ... 

New  units  of  accommodation  provided 

Standard  Grants 


Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ... 
Applications  approved  ...  ...  ... 
Number  of  houses  concerned  ...  ... 
Applications  refused  ...  ...  ... 
Applications  withdrawn  ...  ...  ... 
Improvements  completed  ...  ...  ... 

Compulsory  Improvements 

Number  of  representations  made  by  tenants  ... 
Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  ... 
Number  of  immediate  improvement  notices  served 
Number  of  dwellings  improved  ...  ... 


Qualification  Certificates 

Number  of  applications  received  ...  . . . 
Number  of  Certificates  issued  ...  ... 
Number  of  Provisional  Certificates  issued  ... 
Number  of  Visits  ...  ...  ... 


217 

97 

112 

6 

1 

52 

3 


S9 

31 

35 

1 

NIL 


NIL 

NIL 


NIL 


12 

9 

6 

29 


OFFICES  AI€)  SHOPS 


Routine  visits  to  offices  and  shops  revealed  a total  of  70 
contraventions  of  the  provisions  relating  to  these  premises.  These 
contraventions  were  mainly  of  a minor  nature  and  were  remedied  by 
informal  action. 

REGISTRi'JION  AND  GENER/L,  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of 
Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Total  number 
of  Registered 
Premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 

Registered 

Premises 

receiving 

gen.  inspv.'ction 

during  the  yoT 

Offices  

3 

35 

5 

Retail  Shops  

4 

57 

27 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

1 

3 

Catering  Establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens  ... 

6 

15 

12 

Fuel  Storage  depots  

1 

2 

— 
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OFFICES  AMD  SHOPS  continued 


Number  of  visits  to  Registered  Premises  . • • 54 


ANivLYSIS  OF  PEPtSONS  EPIPLOIED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES 
BY  WORKPLACE 


- - 

Class  of  Workplace 

\ 

lumber  of  | 
Persons  | 
pmployed  j 

Offices  ...  ...  ... 

643 

KqIjBI.I  Shops  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

148 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  ...  ...  ... 

34  i 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  ...  ... 

77  i 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

43  i 

Fuel  storage  depots  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6 1 

TOTAL 

951  I 

TOTilL  MiUES 

602  ! 

TOTAL  FEMALES 

349 

No  exemption  for  covering  working  space,  room  temperatures, 
sanitary  conveniences  or  washing  facilities  was  granted* 

Number  of  prosecutions  instituted  •••  •••  NIL 


Number  of  Inspectors  appointed  under 
Section  52(1)  or  (5)  of  the  Act  •••  •••  3 

GEr^RAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  AND  I4EDICAL  SERVICES  M THE  AREA 

The  Bedfordshire  County  Council  provides: 

(a)  through  its  Health  Oemmittee  the  following  services,  amongst 
others,  - Health  Centres,  Caro  of  Piothers  and  Young  Children, 
Health  Visiting,  Home  Nursing,  Domiciliary  Midwifery, 

Ambulance,  Immunisation  against  Infectious  Disease sj 

(b)  through  its  Education  Committee,  a School  Health  Service; 

(c)  through  its  Social  Services  Committee,  personal  social  services. 

The  Bedfordshire  and  Luton  Executive  Council  provides  the 
Family  Practitioner  Services. 

The  North  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides 
consultant  and  hospital  services. 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease 

ihch  is  achieved  in  the  prevention  of  infectious  disease  by 
immunisation.  Diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis 
are  dealt  with  in  the  first  year  of  life  and  necessary  r e-inf ore ement 
doses  are  given  at  about  five  years  of  age.  Immunisation  against 
measles  takes  place  in  the  second  year  of  life.  Consideration  is 
being  given  to  the  feasibility  of  immunising  at  the  age  of  five  years 
those  who  missed  vaccination  earlier. 

Vaccination  against  rubella  is  offered  as  a routine  to  girls 
reaching  their  twelfth  year  and  there  are  arrangements,  with  prescribed 
safeguards,  for  the  vaccination  of  women  of  child-bearing  age, 

B.C.G,  vaccination  is  offered,  where  appropriate,  to  children 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years. 
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GEI^R/IL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  MD  MEDICAL  SERVICES  IN  TIIE  AREA  continued 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease  continued 

There  are  also  certain  activities  of  officers  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  which  are  important  in  the  prevention  and  control 
of  infectious  diseases*  They  are  most  readily  recognisable  in 
outbreaks  of  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  and  the  rigid  surveillance  of 
persons  returning  from  abroad  who  have  boon  in  contact  with  infectious 
diseases,  especially  typhoid  and  cholera* 

The  table  which  follows  sots  out  the  notifications  received* 
There  are  several  features  worthy  of  comment*  First,  there  is  a 
continued  absence  of  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis*  This  fact 
accurately  reflects  the  success  of  immunisation  against  these  diseases. 
Second,  the  number  of  cases  of  measles  fell  from  149  in  1971  to  15  in 
1972*  Measles  is  known  to  behave  capriciously  but  there  can  be  no 
reasonable  doubt  that  vaccination  is  decreasing  the  incidence  of  the 
diseaso.  In  the  year  1971  about  38%  of  the  children  eligible  under 
the  County  scheme  were  vaccinated*  The  percentage  in  1972  was  about 
60  and  consideration  is  now  being  given  to  the  feasibility  of  offering 
vaccination  to  those  children  who  were  not  vaccinated  during  their 
second  year  of  life*  The  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  increased* 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 


Disease 

0-4 

5-14 

15  and 
over 

Age 

unknown 

Total 

Measles 

8 

7 

*• 

15 

Scarlet  fever 

- 

4 

1 

- 

5 

Infective  jaundice 

- 

- 

4 

- 

4 i 

Acute  Meningitis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 I 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 I 

1 

Food  poisoning 

4 

1 

4 

3 

12 

As  regards  tuberculosis,  there  were  3 JiQw  cases,  one  pulmonary 
and  two  non-pulmonary,  and  one  death*  The  numbers  now  are  so  few  that 
the  table  which  was  in  use  has  boon  discontinued.  There  is,  however, 
still  a need  for  ^continued  alertness  in  diagnosis,  efficient  treatment 
and  thorough  follow-up  of  a patient  and  his  contacts"*  A proof  of  this 
lies  in  the  fact  that  although  the  national  total  of  deaths  in  1971  was 
the  lowest  ever  recorded  it  is  still  higher  than  that  of  any  other 
notifiable  infectious  disease  and  notifications  reveal  a relatively 
unchanged  situation  during  last  year* 

The  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1972 
were:  (a)  pulmonary  31 > (b)  non-pulmonary  12, 

I/hss  Radiography 

A mobile  x-ray  unit,  provided  by  the  Mass  Radiograpny  Service 
of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  continues  to  visit  the  Market  Place, 
Bedford  on  Thursday  each  week,  from  2*15  p.m,  to  3 #45  p*m.  During 
this  period  patients  sent  by  general  practitioners  can  be  x-rayed* 

9.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  19ZB  - Section  Z.7 

Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  provides  for  the 
removal  to  hospital  or  Part  III  accommodation  on  a Court  Order,  of 
sick  or  old  people  who  are  unable  to  look  after  themselves*  It  was 
not  found  necessary  to  use  this  legislation  for  the  compulsory  removal 
of  any  person  during  the  year, 

10,  CLEANSING  OF  VEm4IN0US  PERSONS 

Cases  requiring  attention  are  usually  school  children  with 
head  lice  infestations  and  those  are  dealt  with  by  the  Health  Visitor 
as  a matter  of  routine. 
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FACTORIES 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories 
Act  1961, 

PxiRT  1 OF  THE  ACT 


(a)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  - 


Premises 

(1) 

] 

Number  on 
Register 
(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Ihctorios  in 
which  Sections 

1, 2,3,4  & 6 

are  to  bo 
enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Ihctories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  1 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

96 

9 

I 

I 

j 

i 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers’ premise  s ) 

6 

1 

! 

i 

1 

i 

TOT/ILS 

102 

1 9 

1 

1 ' 

— i- 

(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  wore  found 


(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  tliree  or 
more  ’’cases"). 


1 

— 

1 Number 

i 

of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No,  of 
cases  in 
which 

Referred 

prose- 

cutions 

were 

insti- 

tuted 

PnRTICUL.lRS 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M, 
•Inspector 

By  H,M, 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S,1 )...., 

mm 

Overcrowding  (S,2) 

- 

- 

- 

— 

i 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

- 

* 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S,4).. 

- 

— 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S,6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S,7) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

(a)  Insufficient.,,,,... 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective.. 

— 

- 

_ 1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes,,* 

— 

* 

\ 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  Offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

- 

i 

i 

i 

! 

TOTilLS  



- 

- 

- 

_ 
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FACTORIES  continued 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


(c)  Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111 ) 


f 

j 

SECTION  110 

SECTION  111 

I 

I 

Nature  of 
work 

No,  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section 

110  (l)(c) 

No,  of  cases 
of  default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No,  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No,  of 
jjistances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 

premises 

Notices 

Served 

V/earing  apparel  - 
making  etc. 

5 

** 

Curtains  ond 
furniture  hang- 
ings 

4 

“ 

TOTALS 

9 

•• 

' 

o 0 o- 
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